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I  Make a topic outline of the following passage.          (5 Marks) 

An airplane or aero plane (informally plane) is a powered, fixed-wing aircraft that is propelled 

forward by thrust from a jet engine, propeller. Airplanes come in a variety of sizes, shapes, 

and wing configurations. The broad spectrum of uses for airplanes 

includes recreation, transportation of goods and people, military, and research. Commercial 

aviation is a massive industry involving the flying of tens of thousands of passengers daily on 

airlines. Most airplanes are flown by a pilot on board the aircraft, but some are designed to 

be remotely or computer-controlled . 

The Wright brothers invented and flew the first airplane in 1903, recognized as "the first 

sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight”. They built on the works of George 

Clayey dating from 1799, when he set forth the concept of the modern airplane (and later built 

and flew models and successful passenger-carrying gliders). Between 1867 and 1896, the 

German pioneer of human aviation Otto Lilienthal also studied heavier-than-air flight. Following 

its limited use in World War I, aircraft technology continued to develop. Airplanes had a 

presence in all the major battles of World War II. The first jet aircraft was the German Henkel 

He 178 in 1939. The first jet airliner, the de Havilland Comet, was introduced in 1952. 

The Boeing 707, the first widely successful commercial jet, was in commercial service for more 

than 50 years, from 1958 to at least 2010. 

II Make a sentence or web outline of the following passage.   (10 Marks) 

Thomas Edison was born on 11 February 1847. He was one of the outstanding geniuses of 

technology and he obtained patents for more than one thousand inventions including the electric 

light bulb, the record player and an early type of film projector. He also created the world’s first 

industrial research laboratory. He was born in Milan, Ohio and he was always an inquisitive boy. 

By the time he was 10 he had set up a small chemical laboratory in his house after his mother 

had shown him a science book. He soon became fascinated with electrical currents and it 

remained the main interest of his life. 

In 1869, he borrowed a small amount of money and became a freelance inventor. In the same 

summer, there was a crisis in Wall Street when the new telegraphic gold-price indicator broke 

down. Edison was called in to repair it and he did it so well that he was given a job as supervisor 
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with the Western Union Telegraph Company. They later commissioned him to improve the Wall 

Street stock ticker that was just coming into use. He did so and produced the Edison Universal 

Stock Printer, which immediately brought him a fortune of $40,000.With this money, he set up 

as a manufacturer in order to produce electrical machines. 

In 1876 he built a new laboratory so that he could spend all his time inventing. He planned to 

turn out minor inventions every ten days and a ’big trick’ every six months. Before long he had 

40 different inventions going at the same time and was applying for as many as 400 patents a 

year. The following year, Edison moved to New Jersey in order to build the Edison Laboratory 

(now a national monument) which was 10 times bigger than his first laboratory. In time it was 

surrounded by factories employing 5,000 people and producing many new products. Edison died 

on 18 October, 1931 having had a remarkably productive life. 

III Make outline notes of the following passage and write a summary of it in your own 

words .Give a suitable title.        (10 Marks) 

Chronobiology might sound a little futuristic – like something from a science fiction novel, 

perhaps – but it’s actually a field of study that concerns one of the oldest processes life on this 

planet has ever known: short-term rhythms of time and their effect on flora and fauna. 

This can take many forms. Marine life, for example, is influenced by tidal patterns. Animals tend 

to be active or inactive depending on the position of the sun or moon. Numerous creatures, 

humans included, are largely diurnal – that is, they like to come out during the hours of sunlight. 

Nocturnal animals, such as bats and possums, prefer to forage by night. A third group is known 

as crepuscular: they thrive in the low-light of dawn and dusk and remain inactive at other hours. 

When it comes to humans, chronobiologists are interested in what is known as the circadian 

rhythm. This is the complete cycle our bodies are naturally geared to undergo within the passage 

of a twenty-four hour day. Aside from sleeping at night and waking during the day, each cycle 

involves many other factors such as changes in blood pressure and body temperature. Not 

everyone has an identical circadian rhythm. ‘Night people’, for example, often describe how they 

find it very hard to operate during the morning, but become alert and focused by evening. This is 

a benign variation within circadian rhythms known as a chronotype. 

Scientists have limited abilities to create durable modifications of chronobiological demands. 

Recent therapeutic developments for humans such as artificial light machines and melatonin 

administration can reset our circadian rhythms, for example, but our bodies can tell the 

difference and health suffers when we breach these natural rhythms for extended periods of time. 

Plants appear no more malleable in this respect; studies demonstrate that vegetables grown in 

season and ripened on the tree are far higher in essential nutrients than those grown in 

greenhouses and ripened by laser. 

Knowledge of chronobiological patterns can have many pragmatic implications for our day-to-

day lives. While contemporary living can sometimes appear to subjugate biology – after all, who 

needs circadian rhythms when we have caffeine pills, energy drinks, shift work and cities that 

never sleep? – keeping in synch with our body clock is important.  
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The average urban resident, for example, rouses at the eye-blearing time of 6.04 a.m., which 

researchers believe to be far too early. One study found that even rising at 7.00 a.m. has 

deleterious effects on health unless exercise is performed for 30 minutes afterward. The optimum 

moment has been whittled down to 7.22 a.m.; muscle aches, headaches and moodiness were 

reported to be lowest by participants in the study who awoke then. 

  If you’re trying to shed some extra pounds, dieticians are adamant: never skip breakfast. This 

disorients your circadian rhythm and puts your body in starvation mode. The recommended 

course of action is to follow an intense workout with a carbohydrate-rich breakfast; the other 

way round and weight loss results are not as pronounced. Morning is also great for breaking out 

the vitamins. 

IV Pick out the topic sentence in each of the following paragraphs.  (5X1=5) 

1. Tea had a reputation for being both safe and almost always beneficial. However, 

scientists are now suggesting that tea may not be as safe as we had previously believed. 

Tea contains caffeine, and caffeine has been linked to sleeplessness and to the unpleasant 

jumpy feeling some people get when stressed. The reasonable thing to do is probably 

moderation; continue to enjoy a cup of tea, but don't enjoy too many. 

2. The United States has a severe fire problem that if not addressed, will continue to worsen 

drastically. Fire statistics show that our nation, one of the richest and most 

technologically sophisticated countries in the world, lags behind its peer nations in fire 

security. There are millions of fires, thousands of deaths, tens of thousands of injuries, 

and billions of dollars lost each year—figures which far exceed comparable statistics for 

other industrialized countries.  

3. The star system has been the backbone of the American film industry since the mid 

1910s. Stars are the creation of the public, its reigning favorites. Their influence in the 

fields of fashion, values, and public behavior has been enormous. “The social history of a 

nation can be written in terms of its film stars,” Raymond Durgnat has observed. Stars 

confer instant consequence to any film they appear in. Their fees have staggered the 

public. In the 1920s, Mary Pickford and Charles Chaplin were the two highest paid 

employees in the world.  

4. Healthy life expectancy refers to the number of years a newborn can expect to live in full 

health, based on current rates of illness and mortality and also on the quality of their 

lives. For example, if we could delay the onset of diabetes so that a person didn’t develop 

the disease until he or she was 60 years old, rather than developing it at 30, there would 

be a dramatic increase in this individual’s healthy life expectancy. 

5. Good Samaritan laws protect medical professionals only from liability for their ordinary 

negligence, not for injuries caused by their gross negligence or reckless or intentional 

conduct. Most Good Samaritan laws protect licensed doctors and nurses and laypersons 

that have been certified in CPR. Good Samaritan statutes generally do not protect 

laypersons who are not trained in CPR—that is, they are liable for injuries caused by their 

ordinary negligence in rendering aid. 
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V  Write a complete sentences the story suggested in the following outline.      (5 Marks) 

 

A bee - falls into a tank – a dove flies fast – drops a large leaf into the water – the bee climbs on 

the leaf – flies away – a boy takes aim at the dove – the bee stings – the dove is saved. 

 

VI Attempt any ONE of the following in about 100 words.             (5 Marks) 

 

a) Describe the specification and features of your favorite mobile phone. 

(Or) 

b) Write a report on the following: 

Chitirai festival of Madurai 

 

VII  Write an argumentative essay on any ONE of the following in about 200 words. 

(10 Marks) 

 

a) College students should have complete freedom to choose their own courses. 

(Or) 

b) Drunk drivers should be imprisoned on the first offense. 

 

VIII  Write a letter on any ONE of the following.      (10 Marks) 

 

     a)  Write a letter to your friend inviting him for a reunion of batch mates. 

     (Or) 

     b) Apply for the job advertised below. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Wanted Manger-HR 

Sony, India requires the service of a qualified young person to fill up the position of 

Manager-Human Resource. 

Qualification 

MBA/MSW/PGDM  from a recognized educational institution  

Experience  

5years post qualification experience in a similar position or in the rank of 

Assistant/Deputy Manager-HR in an organization of repute. 

Interested candidates may be send their application to the following address: 

   Manager HRD 

P.O Box 350 

Chennai. 

Mail ID: careerindia@gmail.com  

 

 


